Chris-Craft Corsair 28

HE WAKES FROM AN ONCOMING TRAWLER

were rolling toward us, giving me about 2.5

seconds to make a decision. The maneuver on

a center console would be to meet the wake,

quarter it and charge on. But in the Rolls-Royce
of runabouts, there’s a temptation, given enough water, to
change course enough to avoid the wake — you wouldn’t
hum over speed bumps in that Rolls, right? For this exercise,
though, I treated the Corsair 28 as you would a burgee-less,
workmanlike cuddy. The head-on wakes came ... and went,
with just a tappety tap on the hull. So, I spun around and
did it again from a following sea. This is not how you’re
supposed to treat a Chris-Craft, is it?

WE TYPICALLY SPEND SO MUCH TIME OGLING THE
art of a model like the Corsair 28 that we nearly lose
sight of how and why it’s built — namely, to go boating.
During our test, punctuated with atypical maneuvers
like hardover turns and wake plowing, none of the four
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passengers reached for the safety rails, which themselves
are yachtishly elliptical. The maneuvers at the helm didn’t
even disturb the conversation in the cockpit. The mass of
the cabin’s foredeck helps a bit with weight distribution,
and insulation blown into the hull and deck is credited
for quieting the ride. But contrary to many perceptions,
Chris-Craft builds its Corsairs to muscle up. It isn’t about
being the lightest or quickest 28-footer, though 56 mph was
a nice clip in our test. The idea is to use copious amounts
of top-end material to give the boat a heavy and firm feel.
This makes it comfortable and elegant, and not just in
calm harbors.

Still, after busting up the bay, I felt like asking for a white
fleece towel to spiff up the gel and teak. To own this boat
you have to enjoy wiping and buffing, the same type of

Oft-overlooked details include a through-bolted safety lanyard and
cleat in the anchor locker, and consolidated gauges at the helm.
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A microcosm of : solid build:
All hatches are made through a
closed-molding process, meaning
they’re solid instead of having one
side hollowed out.

finicky attitude used in the construction process. I could

tell with one look at the screws on the hinges — all turned,

or “clocked,” to line up with each other. A close inspection
uncovered additional meticulousness on a rare level:

« The clips that hold the coaming pads in place, though never
seen, are stainless steel, so there will be no bleeding of rust
underneath the pads.

* The fabric specialists use a different color thread in
the upholstery — double French-stitched, to give it an
additional accent.

« There are zero plastic parts, and the only StarBoard
material is on the backs of the seats. You can't see it
because it’s upholstered and embroidered.

* Nylon spacers are used to keep the screws from scratching
the perforated aluminum accent plate on the dash.

« Self-supporting hinges are used on the cabin door, instead
of gas-assist shocks, because the hinges are less obtrusive.
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Don’t worry about snagging a shirt or conking your noggin in the cabin;
foam and Sunbrella fabric neatly cover the fasteners in the headliner
and sidewalls. The head slides out from beneath the center cushion.

We could easily fill the rest
of these pages with bullet
points of fine details, but let’s
just mention one more that
embodies the Corsair: the
frame around the double-
wide helm seat. Made of
stainless steel tubing 1.75
inches in diameter, it’s
shaped from the back of the
driver’s neck to the knees, all
in one beefy piece.

By using premium parts,
fewer are needed, which
should mean fewer potential
issues. If you want flip-up
bolsters and flip-down
loungers, look elsewhere,
but think about how those
moving parts will hold up

over time, especially in a
salty environment.

WE NEVER TASTED SALT
in our test, even when
piercing wakes. Chris-Craft’s
trademark bow flare was
originally designed decades
ago to knock down spray. It
still does, but on the Corsair
28 it also transitions into

wide gunwale tops extending

from the windshield back

to the swim platform. They
make for a unique style line,
accentuated by the shaped
teak inlays, and the width
of them is functional when
tending lines and unloading
gear at the slip.

The entire deck is six
inches wider than that
found on the previous
generation of the

the boat elegant, much like

Hinckley’s 29-foot Talaria

(similar to the Corsair with
its flared bow, classic

Corsair 28. This was o« design and premium
done by reworking FASHION build, though the
height of the deck’s SHOW custom Talaria uses
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base and pushing ofthe Corsair28  diesel jet propulsion
the gunwales out. at b?ta)tintgzrgggl and reaches a top
Instead of filling «com/boa " speed of 33 knots
the additional ... and sells for well

above $300,000).

We doubt the typical
buyer will weekend on the
Corsair. It’s the highest-
end cuddy but still has no
galley or stand-up head, so
the cabin will most likely
be used to nap, occasionally
overnight, or to duck out of
inclimate weather. You don’t
necessarily have to pamper
the boat, but it will pamper
you. — Robert Stephens

space with “stuff” (i.e.,
more parts), the engineers
kept the cockpit open. For
example, the U-shaped
lounge has straight corners
(forming a square U)
instead of rounded edges
that would cut side-to-side
inches from the aft end

of the cockpit. Again, the
quality of the materials,
and not the number of
accessories, is what makes

AVAILABLE POWER:

STERN-DRIVE

High Points

» Plumbing the drain hoses from the cup holders, and clamping instead of zip-
tying them, shows attention to minutiae.

» Helm and passenger seat are supported by cast stainless steel pedestals.
P Sunshade and boot stow in a dedicated recess under the engine hatch.
> Porcelain head has a built-in macerator — nice enough for a beach house.

Low Points

> We'd prefer the Volvo Penta trim switch be located on the throttle instead of

on the coaming panel.

P There’s no storage under the pads in the cabin. The voids in the deck are
instead filled with foam to soften and quiet the ride.

> LOA: 29'8" (w/ swim platform) » Beam: 10' > Draft: 2'11" (twin engines), 2'9.5" (single)
» Dry Weight: 7,500 lb. » Transom Deadrise: 20 degrees » Fuel Capacity: 150 gal.

» Max. Horsepower: 640 > Available Power: Single Volvo Penta (375-420 hp), twin
MerCruiser and Volvo Penta gas engines to 640 hp, twin diesels totaling 380 pshp

» NMMA Certified: Yes

> Price: $168,000 (w/ twin Volvo Penta 5.7 GXi EVC)
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BOATING Certified Test Results

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n.mi. s.mi. sound
rpm  knots  mph gph mpg mpg range range level
1000 6.13 7.05 3.00 204 235 276 317 67
1500 8.12 gg5) 580 140 1.61 189 218 73
2000 1364 15.70 9.80 139 1.60 188 216 76
2500 2185 2515 1340 1.63 1.88 220 253 81
3000 27.94 3215 1820 1.54 1.77 207 238 82
3500 3289 37.85 26.00 127 146 171 197 84
4000 39.67 45.65 36.00 110 1.27 149 171 83
4500 4484 5160 4200 1.07 123 144 166 87
4900 49.18 56.60 50.00 098 1.13 133 153 90
MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED

HOW WE TESTED

ENGINES: Twin Volvo Penta 5.7 GXi, 320 hp each DRIVE/PROPS: DuoProp/F7
GEAR RATIO: 1.95:1 FUEL LOAD: 50 gal. PASSENGER LOAD: 640 lb.

Chris-Craft Sarasota, Florida; 941-351-4900, chriscraft.com
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